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1. Apologies & Welcomes

Apologies were received from David Gardner (fisheries interest), Jill Howells and Bob Phillips (Environment Agency Wales), Mike Camplin (Countryside Council for Wales) and Jeff Morgan (Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water).  Blaise Bullimore (Countryside Council for Wales) was on annual leave.  Subsequent apologies were received from Julian Orchard (TYF).

2. Introduction to the draft SAC issues document

SB reminded members that the last time they had met was on 16th January, and that at that meeting information had been exchanged, a handful of issues relevant to the SAC had been worked through, and discussion had opened up on other issues.  Some of these issues had been ones brought up previously by Interest Groups or the community generally.  Since then, SB had held – in conjunction with the Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum (PCF) several Marine and Coastal Surgeries.  These ‘open days’ had been run at Freshwater East, St David’s and Lawrenny, and had proved very useful.  They had allowed good one-to-one conversation and discussion of issues of concern relating to the coast and sea.

From these sources and also by generally keeping an ear to the ground, the Relevant Authorities Group (RAG) has been able to build up a list of concerns/issues relating to the SAC.  In addition, the RAG have very systematically gone through all marine activities and had to make judgements, based on current information, on whether they were seen to pose a real or potential risk to the SAC conservation features.  SB explained that the SAC Issues draft document was the result of both those systematic and more subjective processes.  

SB went on to describe the SAC Issues draft document as being not perfect – but a start.  At its most simple, the document aimed to list the ‘problems’ or potential problems for the site.  The ‘solutions’- where needed  -required addressing by all with an involvement in the site.  These would eventually form the management actions and be built into the SAC management scheme.  

Members were reminded of the RAG’s current timetable, which involved sending the SAC Issues document out to public consultation – making it as widely available/accessible as possible – by the end of October.  Next year would then be spent reviewing feedback and sorting out some ‘solutions’ in order to draw up a draft SAC management scheme by Autumn 2003.  During this time the RAG would also be concentrating on prioritising actions.  A full year of additional consultation – on the draft management scheme itself – would follow, after which it was hoped that an agreed management scheme for the site could be launched at the end of 2004.  SB stressed that management however can – and is – happening now in order to protect the conservation features of the SAC.  It is government policy to treat the site as fully designated even though officially it still has ‘candidate’ status.  

TF gave a brief update on the work of the Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum (PCF).  She explained that the PCF were also looking into issues, and that whereas many issues would relate to the SAC and therefore be covered by the work of the RAG and Liaison Forum, others would apply more to the coastal zone itself and as such would be dealt with by the PCF.  Members were made aware of the existence of the PCF questionnaire and encouraged to take one and fill it in.  Further information on the PCF can be found at www.pembrokeshirecoastalforum.org.uk or by phoning 01646 696174.

3. Draft SAC issues document feedback - content

SB thanked those members who had already returned their feedback forms on the draft document.  Feedback had been received to date from the Environment Agency Wales and the Crown Estate as well as several SAC interest group representatives.  

YE voiced the view expressed by many when she requested that the document include within its introduction information on the background to SACs.  She also commented that a positive statement be made about the SAC to help balance the negativity of the document; the SAC was still a valuable and attractive place even with the list of issues described.  Other comments on content included having a ‘draft document’ heading on each page to enforce the fact that this was not the definitive list, and that the future options were currently only some suggestions.  Some minor text alterations were suggested for clarity.

It was pointed out that a future option regularly cited was monitoring.  The problem of managing something about which information was limited was stressed as being common when dealing with the marine environment.  SB commented that where monitoring was specifically mentioned, baseline data was invariably missing.  MA explained that many management actions would simply be to monitor, but that this was fundamentally important to understanding whether a problem existed and what to do to minimise it.  The more information available, the less reliant management would be on such principles as the ‘precautionary approach’.

4. Draft SAC issues document feedback - style

Ideas were fairly unanimous concerning the actual style of the document, with pictures and document length taken into consideration.  It was felt important that each of the 5 sections should start on a separate A4 page.

5. Summing up of discussion

It was concluded that the document contained adequate information, being satisfactorily concise but thorough.  Some pictures and breaks in the text were suggested in order to make the document more readable, but not to go to the extent of producing ‘another glossy brochure’.  It was agreed that a flyer be produced with simply a list of the headings and contact information and sent to those with a minor or restricted interest in the site.  Those with a real interest could then follow up specific issues.  SB added that the document would be on the SAC website and accessible in the main libraries.

It was agreed that a deadline should be given for responses to the public consultation.  The end of February 2003 was decided upon as it gave 3 months, which was the usual time frame given for such consultations, and also included extra time to allow for the Christmas holidays.

6. Any Other Business 

Darwin Conference - SB reminded members that the conference ‘Marine Science and Innovation – A Pembrokeshire Vision’ was on 26/27th September at Pembrokeshire College.  Further details were available at www.darwincentre.com, or by phoning 01646 699220.

SAC/SSSI consultation – BK-C commented that he and other residents of Llangwm, as well as the Milford Harbour Users association, had responded to the consultation and raised various concerns.  He made the point that the consultation had been wholly unsatisfactory, being insufficient in the information given and the time allowed for response.  Members agreed.

7.  Future Liaison

SB indicated that she had planned to run some topic-based workshops later in the year (late November/early December) after the consultation document had been distributed.  Members welcomed this approach, and SB agreed to give notice and more detail nearer the time.
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