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1. Welcomes & Apologies

Apologies were received from Mark Andrews (Milford Haven Port Authority), Mike Camplin (Countryside Council for Wales), Jeff Morgan (Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water), Shane Evans (Environment Agency Wales), Yvonne Evans (Marloes and St Brides Community Council) and Martin Hearne (DEFRA). The absence was noted, with regret, of any representative from the Welsh Assembly Government.

2. General Update - SAC Officer

SB commented that members of the Liaison Forum would receive a full summary update of recent work when they received the Relevant Authorities Group meeting minutes shortly.  In the meantime, a couple of topics were briefly touched upon.

Otter Survey:  SB reported that the otter survey report by Geoff Liles (The Otter Consultancy) was now available.  The document would also be able to be downloaded from the SAC website once it had been converted into a suitable file format.  

Marine Code:  The complete ‘Marine Code Pack’ including the species codes (cetacean, seal and seabird codes) and site-specific zoning maps were available to view.  These packs were now being trialed for the season with all the wildlife boat operators and dive charter companies.  A meeting would be held in the autumn to review the codes and discuss their future use.  

Video:  SB was currently working on the commentary for the SAC 15 minute video.  SB hoped to have the video finished in September.  

Pembrokeshire Fish Week:  SB had attended the launch with a display on the SAC and a ‘touch feel’ tank including spider crabs which proved to be very popular with the children!  SB was also running a snorkel safari at Stackpole Quay on Sunday 6th July for Fish Week in association with the National Park’s walks and talks programme – all were welcome.

3. Issues Report - feedback 

Members had all received a summary on feedback to the issues document with the minutes from the last Relevant Authorities Group meeting on 15th April.  SB commented that this feedback would be used to help develop the management options for the future.  

It was interesting to note that the feedback returned the highest priority issues for management action as 'Inorganic refuse and litter', 'Effluent disposal (industrial)', 'Agricultural run-off', and 'Power craft (recreation)', followed by 'Trawling', 'Effluent disposal (sewage)', 'Maritime hydrocarbon pollution - accidental', and 'Funding'.  SB commented that some of these issues for example 'Effluent disposal (industrial)' and 'Maritime hydrocarbon pollution - accidental' were already carefully managed in the form of consents and contingency plans respectively, with little room for additional potential SAC management, if considered necessary.  Issues such as 'Power craft (recreation)' by comparison however had little or no current management and therefore were likely to require greater investigation when considering the need for potential future SAC management options.  SB had yet to send out a press release detailing some of the feedback, and reply to some of the more detailed responses. 
ACTION: SB
Further feedback and comments on the feedback already received was invited from members and interested parties.  SB specifically requested feedback on the proposed options for future management, as very little had been received to date.  

4. Development of Management Actions 

SB tabled a paper ‘SAC Management Scheme Description’.  She stressed that this was a draft document designed to describe primarily what the scheme would NOT set out to do, and also to introduce and explain ‘plans and projects’, ‘activities’ and ‘operations’ and their context within the management scheme document.  Discussion took place on some of the complex terminology, and it was pointed out to members that specific discussions would best take place during separate topic-based meetings where they could be put into context.  BB commented that it would be useful to the Relevant Authorities Group to have feedback from the Liaison Forum members on their understanding of the tabled document and what the management scheme set out to achieve, and – more importantly - as to what other information could be provided to help further clarify this. 
ACTION: All members
SB informed members that it was hoped that the draft management scheme could be produced before the end of March 2004.  She stressed that she would need assistance both from Relevant Authorities and Liaison Forum members in order to draft the proposed management actions for the scheme.  It was further stressed that a full public consultation would take place after the publication of the draft scheme.  Comments and amendments could therefore continue during the subsequent development of the final agreed management scheme.

5. Any Other Business 

No business was raised.

6.  Future Liaison

The date of the next SAC Liaison Forum Group meeting was discussed and members agreed that the most appropriate time to call a general meeting would be just prior to the production of the draft management scheme (currently timetabled for the end of March 2004).  

BB asked if there was any way that communication between the Relevant Authorities Group and Liaison Forum could be improved.  It was agreed that the best way forward would be for SB to coordinate meetings individually with representatives and their groups (where appropriate).  These meetings would take place during the next 6 months when detailed discussions on specific proposed management actions could occur.  SB would contact members accordingly. 
ACTION: SB
DG requested that a paper from SB detailing proposed SAC management options precede the meeting with the South and West Wales Fishing Communities.  He offered, as Honorary Secretary of the Fishing Communities, to mail shot information as and when appropriate.  

It was agreed that any such meeting be preceded by an SAC management options paper wherever possible in order to best provoke useful discussion. 
ACTION: SB
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